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Mineral Exploration Research Centre
at the HARQUAIL School of Earth Sciences

Job Title:

MERC- Ontario Geological Survey MSc Project — Hearst Township

Job ID:

#2025-06

Project
Description

MERGC, in partnership with the Ontario Geological Survey, is recruiting an MSc student to undertake
field-based research in Hearst Township, south of Larder Lake, Ontario. This study is part of a larger
multi-year initiative by the Ontario Geological Survey that is focused on geologic mapping and
compilation of the Kirkland Lake — Larder Lake gold camp.

This fully funded two-year project involves extensive fieldwork, including mapping of the geology.
The proposed project is to geologically map portions of Hearst Township, south of Larder Lake. In
this township, the bedrock geology transitions from the Timiskaming assemblage in the north to the
Porcupine assemblage (or Pontiac) in the south. Where this transition occurs has not been recognized
and has exploration implications. Through targeted mapping and selected sampling for geochronology
and geochemistry, the transition can be identified, which will better resolve the bedrock geology in
this area and will identify exploration potential in the township.

Student support will be CDN $30,000/year through a combination of employment, teaching
assistantships, and grants. Project will begin May 1, 2026.

The project will be supervised by Ross Sherlock (MERC) and Evan Hastie at the Ontario Geological Survey.

MERC

Laurentian University’s Mineral Exploration Research Centre (MERC) in Sudbury, Ontario, Canada,
conducts and promotes global, collaborative, lab- and field-based research focused on mineral deposits,
exploration, and targeting. MERC hosts internationally recognized projects and researchers from
academia, industry, and government. Together, faculty members, research scientists, and graduate
students focus on mineral deposits, Precambrian geology, and exploration methodology and targeting.
MERC also leads Canada’s Metal Earth project, which is one of the largest university-led public
geoscience projects in the world. https://merc.laurentian.ca

Ontario
Geological
Survey

The Ontario Geological Survey (OGS) is the principal provincial government organization
responsible for the collection, interpretation, documentation, and dissemination of public geoscience
data and information. The OGS’s mandate is to collect and disseminate public geoscience data and
information and to provide expert knowledge to attract and guide mineral sector investment, as well
as to inform a broad range of government policy priorities, including mineral investment attraction,
land-use planning, healthy communities, and energy supply.

Laurentian
University

Ontario @

Laurentian University is located within the territory of the Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850 and
recognizes its placement on the traditional lands of the Atikameksheng Anishnawbek, as well as its
proximity to Wahnapitae First Nation. As Canada’s only university with a tricultural mandate,
Laurentian offers an outstanding higher education and research experience in English and French, with
a comprehensive approach to Indigenous education.

To apply, forward your application with cover letter to merc(@laurentian.ca and reference Job ID #2025-
06. Your application should include an expression of interest, CV, academic transcripts, contact details
and the names of three referees. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
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